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My Worthy, and much Efteemed Fr | | 7 an 
Brother. N | 


ET is with real Pleaſure, (I preſume 


on, and to aſſiſt, the Solemnities 
" "IM of this Day. Finding that, after 
you have already, for many Years, miniſtered 
to this Church in holy Things, with ſo great a 
Meaſure of Acceptance, you have now even 
exceeded the Expectations and Hopes of your 
Friends, in devoting yourſelf to'the further and 
more . enlarged Service of it; and thereby re- 
lie ved the Anxiety and Inconveniencies, which 
they felt, or feared, from the melancholy Pro- 
vidence which has befallen their worthy Paſtor * 

: e and 

The Reverend Mr, Diaper, 


(4 5 
: OY ſo far diminiſhed his Capacity for Pub⸗ 
lick Service, ſooner than, in the uſual courſe of 
things, his Removal from ſo important a Station. 
might have been apprehended. 
mis is a Thought tender and uneaſie, to ma- 
ny who, with delight and advantage, have been 
under his Care; who is now, by the Wiſdom 
and Will of the Great Father of Spirits; made 
an Example of Suffering, Aſliction, and of Pati- 
ence. Though even they, I truſt, look on what 
has been tranſacted at this Time, as a promiſing 
Intimation of the continued, peaceable, and 
Houriſhing State of this religious Society. Hap- 
py are they in ſo ſeaſonable, and ſufficient a 
Þlovifion, made for their frequent future Occa- 
fions. And happy will it be for you, Sir, I hope, 
in the Event, that you have come to this com- 
mendable Reſolution. To which, I aſſure my- 
ſelf, you have been moved by an Affectionate 
Regard to a People, who deſerve fo well of 
thoſe who ſerve.them; and to the Intereſt of 
Religion in general. 

At this diſtance from the time of Inſpiration 
and extraordinary Powers, it is a proof of 
'FPeakneſs, or ſomewhat worſe, to repreſent the 

Affair of Ordination, as a proper Inveſtiture and 
Conveyance of Authority to the Perſon ordained, 
1 Zo Preach the Word, and Adminiſter the Ordi- 
4 nances of Religion. Gov forbid, that Ve who 
_ have been concerned in ours, ſhould- pretend to 
any Dominion over . Faith or Practice. 1 


hope 


1850 


hope we have better Notions of chings, as Men, 
and Chriſtians, and Miniſters, than to give coun- 
tenance to a Thought ſo prepoſterous and un- 
warranted as is. 

A very material, perhaps, the main Circum- 
flance of all in this affair is, the Conſecration 
which @ Perſon, well qualified, and having an 
Opportunity for the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry, 
makes of himſelf to it. This I am perſuaded, 


was made by you, when you firſt entered on 
it; and this is what, we mult ſuppoſe, you have 


freely and chearfully repeated this Day. - Your 


Brethren are come to give Teſtimony to You, 


to the Church, to the World, that they approve 
and rejoice in the Deſign; that they count you 


Worthy, and well Furniſhed to every good Work; 
| and, ſo far as they can, to recommend you to 


the continued Eſteem of the People you ſerve; 


but eſpecially, to commend them and you unto 
God, and the Word of bis Grace, by our united 


and fervent Prayers for divine Direction and Aſ- 


ſiſtance in, and a divine Bleſſing on, your vari- 
ous Labours, to further your own higheſt. In- 
tereſt, and that of Mankind; and to move Nou 


= becoenin g Watchfulneſs ay Diligence in your. 


Office, and Fidelity to the Truſt you” take 


on you, 
This latter Part of the Service, howend ſe. 


rious and weighty, is devolved on me, Who 


rather need myſelf to be taught and adviſed by 
my Brethren, and would always be thankful 
when, in a a friendly Manner, admoniſhed and 
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quickened by them to my Duty, as there hail 
be Occaſion. But having obtained Mercy of 
Gop to be put into the Miniſtry, though deep- 
ly conſcious of my Imperfection and Unwor- 
thineſs, I would contribute my beſt Endeavours 
for the Welfare of the Churches of Chriſt, and 
to frengthen your Heart and Hands. With. 
Spirit of Meeneſs and Affection I would make 
this Attempt, while I guard -againſt every 
Symptom of Superciliouſneſs and Superiority 0- 
ver you, or others; to which I muſt declate 
I have no right. | 
Your Docirine, manner of Ti Purpoſe, 
Faith, Long-ſufferi ng, Charity, and Patience, 
have been fully known in times paſt. Vou are 
well apprized, how you. ought to behave in the 
Church of Gop, and out of it. But you will 
give me leave, my Brother, to fir up your 
Mind by way of Remembrance, by a ſhort Re- 
. "preſentation of the Obligation lying on a Chriſti- 
an Miniſter, and of his Encouragement to ful- 
fill it; craving from You, and my other Bre- 
thren, a candid Acceptance of the hu mble, 
though important Eſſay. 
It being cuſtomary with many to adapt ſuch 
Addreſſes as theſe to ſome particular Paſſage of 
| Scripture (as affording proper matter of Exhor- 
tation and Comfort) 1 ſhall have a Regard to 
that part of che Apoſtle's Charge to ne 
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* Tim. iv. 16. 


7 3 r unto thyſelf, and . thy Dettrines 

continue in them; for in doing this, thou 

ſhalt both _ 22 ; and them that Ivar 
thee. 


2 4 


In which there are two Things which wacht 


| iron ly to be impreſſed on £0 Rod) Wet a 
Chriſtian Miniſter, 2 | 


1. Au Init and momentous Rule of 


Conduct. And 


U. A pertinent and pathetic Conſideration 


ſuited to inforce it. 


"ih The Rule is great ad awful, th uh 
of the Pen and Spirit from which it came. 
It confiſts of #0 Parts of Advice to be 
very Attentive and Watchful in the Inſtan- 


Ces mentioned ed. And, To perſevere there 


in. 


1. We are here injoined, To take Hied ( « 
very expreflive Term * importing great Watch- 


fulneſs, Care and Application ) in two Inſtances 
of vaſt Concern, our Perſonal Character, and 


our Miniſtry. And what ſuch an Authority * 


this has put together, let no Man ſeparate, b 
an Inſinuation, If we ate unblemiſhed in the 
“One, it is of ſmall account though we are 


© leſs on the Guard in the Other,” I muſt 
touch on both. e 
1. B 


[| 


Ex xt. 


(8) 


I. By the Firſt of theſe things, I conjecture, 


a Miniſter of the Goſpel is required to culti- 


vate his General Character, his Scheme of Life, 
and inmoſt Temper.—To be very Solicitous, 
in theſe reſpects, to be conformed to the Stand- 
ard of Religion, which e all who name 
the Name of Cbriſt. 6. 
This, you are ſenſible, Sir, is an effential K 

gredient, in the Qualification for Public Labours 
in the Chriſtian Sanctuary. And they who are 


found very defective herein, after proper Ad- 
monition, are commonly and juſtly exploded 


in our Aſſemblies. A Perſon who is choſen, 
and undertakes 0 ſhew o Others the Way of 
Piety and Righteouſneſs, can do it with a very 
ill Grace, if he deviate far from it himſelf. Ex- 


act Temperance and Sobriety, Integrity and Be- 


nevolence of Deportment towards Men, and a 
warm and well-eſtabliſhed Impulſe of Soul to- 
wards Gop, certainly become Perſons who teac 
and perſuad: theſe things in the Congregations 


of profeſſing Chriſtians. 


And while not a few have their E Eyes on you, 
ſome of whom might be grieved, others diſcou- 
raged, and others ready to rejoice, in any Im- 
propriety or Defect which might be imputed 
to you, in theſe Inſtances, You fag Sir, 
there will be a peculiar Neceſlity of great Cir- 
cumſpection in them All. And, to this End, 
of. your being very converſant with- you own 


Heart, and keeping an Eye over all the Paſſi- 


ons, and Springs of Action in it — That vou 
may 


W 


[E! - | 
may be always ready to plant all the Defence, 
and exert all the Induſtry, which may be re- 

quiſite, you will not be diſpleaſed, by my ta- 
king ſuch a Freedom as this with you, when 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, thought it ex- 
dient for himſelf, to be thus cautious ; e, be 
ſhould be a Caſt- away, after he had preached to 

others b. „ 238 

And we are not only to avoid giving Offence, 
by any inſtance of Immorality and Indecorum; 
but are, moreover, to be Examples of the Believ- 

ers, in Converſation, in Charity, in Faith, in Pu- 
rity; in all things ſhewing our ſelves Patterns of 
god Works ; eſpecially in Sincerity, Humility, 

Meekneſs, a generous compaſſionate Spirit, and 
a well proportioned religious Zeal. i 

Some of our Profeſſion, whoſe Intentions 
were good, by certain Acts of Indiſcretion have 
embarraſſed themſelves, and brought their Of- 
fice, honourable as it is, into Diſcredit. Where- : 
fore Prudence ought to be a guide to all our 

actions; particularly, in the Uſe we make of 
our Liberty, whether Religious or Civil. But. 
we ſhould beware, that it do not degenerate in- 

to a forbidden Guile; which, however it be 
varniſhed, is a more pernicious Extream than 
the other. There is an exceſs in ſome of our 
modern Forms of Speech, which diſcovers more 
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of the Sycophant, the Flatterer, and the Artiſt, 
than of the Friend, the Man of Senſe and Ho- 
& neſty. I hope you do, and will avoid it; and 
3 25 B * | | „ that 
ec. . ½ 2 1 in . is II B. „ 


1 ) 
that an impartial ba to Truth, the Equity 
and Fitneſs of things to the Eye of Gov, to the 
State of- Religion, and your everlaſting Welfare, 
will be the great By of your Words and 
= ur Actions. 

The Faculties and 3 of your Mind, 
the Reſpect you meet with, beſides the other 
Bleſſings which Gop has beſtowed on you, 
might be apt too much to exalt and ſwell a 
Soul, not acquainted with the nature of affairs, 
the Scriptures, and itſelf; as, I apprehend, yours 
1s. And while you are thankful to divine 

Goodneſs, you will maintain a becoming Senſe 
of the Impertection of the State of Man at beſt; 
not mind bi 85 Things, but condeſcend to Men of 
low Eftate* ; to your Brethren in particular, 
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| ; who are in different Circumſtances; and to the 
1 meaneſt and moſt feeble of the F lock, not de- 
[ ſpiſing any. Seaſonable and moderate Moan. 
s um, on valuable Endowments and Performan- 
4 ces, may help to encourage the modeſt and ti- 
9 morous; it is a kind of debt to true Merit, from 
+ thoſe who are benefitted thereby. But you are 
4 not ignorant, thoſe of us who excel moſt, have 
( abundant cauſe to be humble, and none for Va- 
$0 nity and Elation of Heart; foils which are 
F wont to throw a Man off Gr his Guard and 
F diminiſh his Diligence, his . and 
JJ Uſefulneſs. | 
4 f Vou will further W chat, the Servant 
20 F the Lord muſt nt rive, but be gentle to all 
. : | Men. 
"I 4 Rom, xii. 16. 
1 
1 UE 


tat 


Men * 8 of angry reſentment often OC- 
cur. Our Redeemer himſelf ſometimes ex, 
preſſed his Diſpleaſure at the Follies of thoſe 
about him, and the Abuſe he met with. And 
it may be ſometimes neceſſary to ſhew our 
diſap onal of the Behaviour of Perſons, 
whoſe, happineſs we fincerely ſeek.  Injurious 
and 50 Treatment from any, in whoſe Ser- 
vice we employ our Time and Abilities, is apt 
to imbitter and exaſpefate our Spirits. 1 would 
perſuade myſelf, you will meet with ztle of 
this Trial, of which ſome of your | Brethren 
have had a ſad Experience. But if you ſhould 
be afflicted this way, you will beware of pee- 
viſh Retaliations; and, by methods of Forbear- 
ance and good Will, aim to ſoften and reduce 
the provoking and unreaſonable. This, at firſt, 
and under ſome Circumſtances, we find an ar- 
duous Taſk. Though we ſhall; in'the Review, 
have more ſatisfaction in it, as becoming the Dif- 
ciples of the Prince of Peace, than we can 1 have 
in a different Method. | oy. 
Another thing, by which we hope 3 you will 
be diſtinguiſhed, is an open Temper, free from all 
mean, finiſter, and unworthy Defighs; from 
Narrowneſs and Bigotry, and an exceſſive at- 
tachment to a Party. ', Exerciſe a generous good 
Will to all Men; a compaſſionatè and tender 
Reſpect to the Sufferings, the Diſtreſſes, and 
Wants of others; to thoſe who, in ſome things, 
may be gy minded from you; ; eſpecially 
a NL theits 
#4 Tim. ul, 24 


theirs to whom you miniſter, Value real Ex- 
cellence, the Image of Chriſt, and a moral Cha- 


Cn. 


racter, where-ever diſcovered ; by thoſe who do 
Not follow with you, as well as thoſe who do. 


It is to be lamented, that juſt Notions and a 
good Life, do not always keep pace with each 


other. However, in fact, you will often find 


the Fruits of Righteouſneſs moſt flouriſhing, in 
the Perſon whoſe Judgment of ſome Doctrines, 


is not a little miſtaken; while, on the other 
fide, ſome who have attained | right Ideas of 


diſpated mitters, ſwerve widely from the Truth 


in Practice. You do, and will, I truſt, efteem 
or diſregard Men, on theſe Accounts, much ra- 


ther than n in Sentiment a outward 


Forms of | Worſhip, they do, or do not ac- 


cord with what you prefer. 


Moreover, you will remember, that a cer- 


tain degree of Warmth and Zeal of Mind, 
favour of pure Religion, will be an 8 


to you. It is Pity that through Miſmanage- 


ment, this is a thing gone too much out of 
Faſhion, with ſome of the Rational part of 
Chriſtians, Whereas a Fervour of Spirit in 


the Service of Gop f is certainly a Circum- ; 
5 \ þ 


ſtance well /uiting the Cauſe in which we en- 


gage; is neceſſary to our ſurmiounting the Ob- 
ſtructions which lie before us, and the more 
effectually to allure and provoke the ſeveral 
Members of Chriſtian Societies to walk worthy 


F the Lord; and, When well adjuſted, is of 


_ great. 
c Rom. xii. 11. 


e TW LT. 


View. If they are remiſs in their Devotions, 
eaſily excuſe themſelves from, or are PP 
ly languid in any other part of their Duty, o- 


5 9 _— e ” 
58 * : * rags * 
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great Moment to thoſe who ſtand in public 


thorn will conclude, they have unaffecting Sen- 


timents of it, they are diſpoſed to quit it; and 
the corrupt and injudicious will be inclined, 


in ſuch a Caſe, to follow them. Bat when 
a juſt and laudable Vigour of Soul animates - 
the whole, a much ſtronger Biaſs will be given 
to all around them to do likewiſe. | You, m 


Brother, know theſe things well; and, I hope, 


you will in future Life far exceed every Hint 


of this kind which I can ſuggeſt to you. 


2. The other principal Thing to which a 


Chriſtian Miniſter ought to attend, is his Doc 


trine; the Scheme of Inſtruction in Religion, 
of his addreſs to Men, whether in the Houſe 
of Gop, or in Private, | 

In the Age of Inſpiration and Miracles, Py 
ſons had the Knowledge of Divine Truth, as well 


as a Capacity, Diſpoſition, and Authority, fo 
publiſh it, communicated to them in an extra- 


ordinary Manner by the Spirit of Gop; though 


uſually, a certain Medium of conveying it was 
choſen. , Timothy was put in mind of the Grft 
conferred on him by Prophecy, and the laying. 
on the Hands of the Preſbyters; and directed to 
commit the ſame unto 3 Men, who ſhould 


be able t Zo teach others "ge b. 


We 


"Fx Than. iv. T4 2 Tim. U, 2. 
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We have no dependance on ſuch Supernatu- 
ral Accompliſhments; which, nevertheleſs, 
with that eminent Miniſter, were not intended 
to preclude his own endeavours to ſecure and 


improve the Gift. For St. Paul charged even 


Him, to give attendance to Reading, to Exbor- 
tation, to Doctrine: To mediate-on, to exerciſe 
himſelf in, thoſe Wings; to give himſelf way 
fo auen; that His Profiting might appear 
All * 

And here, Sir, let me, in the Name of my 


' Brethren, take Notice to you, that a wide ſcene 


of Employment opens on you, to which you 
are no Stranger. The Doctrine of the Deity 
in all his Perfections, Relations, and Regards to 

us; all the Doctrine of the Redeemer, and of 

the Divine Spirit; of the paſt, and preſent, and 
future condition of Man ; of our Sin and Dan- 
ger, our Hopes, and our Duty; and eſpecially 
in a relative Capacity, (which is, I fear, too 
ſlightly infiſted on in our publick Diſcourſes ) 
All this, together with a {kill to defend Re- 
ligio, in it's Integrity, againſt it's ſeveral Oppo- 
nents, and to inſtruc and convince all the erro- 


neous, may be implied in the Doctrine to 


which we addict ae Hog And, if we conſi- 
der things aright, this will afford us Buſineſs 
enough for all our retired Hours. | 
As I would recommend to you a warm Love 
of the Truth, and an impartial and feriqus Search 
after it, in the Principles of natural Reaſon and 
the 


* 1 Tim. iv. 13, 15. 


%F 


(15) 
the genuine Oracles of Gov, in their original 
Languages, ſo I muſt take the Freedom ſike⸗ 


wiſe to adviſe you to aim at the Propagation * 
it without diſguiſe, as you find your Hearers 


diſpoſed to receive'it, whether it be or be not 
in - Faſhion; only taking care not to give un- 
neceſſary Cauſe of Offence, to the weak'and the 
prejudiced ', -_ 

Nothing we can ſay can add to your ent 
perſuaſion of the great Impropriety of bringing 
into the Pulpit very incorrect and haſty Com- 

fitions. An Errour which has expoſed not 


only Proteſtant Dilſenters, but, which is of 


more conſequence, . Religion in general to con- 
tempt. An Errour — which you have made it 


your Rule to avoid; to your Honour (I muſt 
| fay it) as well as the Credit of our comtmmon In- 


tereſt, to proceed in ſo excellent, though labo- 
rious a way. 

But, after you have cxaniined the found 
things, and are Maſter of your Subject, you will 
not imagine your ſuperiour Knowledge and R- 
bility can give you a Right to be believed in 
all you lay before the People, on your affirmati- 
on only. Religion ſhould al ways be repreſented 
as reaſonable, to thoſe who are capable of judg- 
ing what you ſay *. In this manner, it will de 
more likely to impreſ and pleaſe them, than it 
can if you fix on a more authoritative and ma- 


giſterial way, which your underſtanding of 
Men and Things will not 9 you to chooſe. 


Some 
See 2 Cor. 1 iv. 2. * 1 Cor. x. 15, 


/ I 
FT — 4 S A-S4 M5E7 SEE : 
, l N 1 pus = 1 8 3 rn RAS 8 
3 * Ss , AE I , v . 
bk ö if r x A — 0 SL RE 8 W CY WE —X 


1 „„ 
Some Principles of Religion demand a more 
abſtract and metaphyſical method of Argumen- 
tation, than others. And in an age of Inquiry 
and Refinement, and with a People of Pene- 
tration and good Judgment, it will be ſome- 
times expedient to infiſt on ſuch a Method; 
gas well as to: make ſome of the brighteſt Or- 
naments of Learning and Politeneſs ſubſervient 
to their Intereſt, and that of our great Lord and 
= | Maſter. Though even then, you ought to 
10 keep in view the main End of Preaching. A- 
1 void ſubtile perplexing Controverſies, and uſe- 
leſs Speculations. Remember that our Eccle- 
fraſtic Societies chiefly conſiſt of Perſons of a 
moderate Genius, who are immerſed in ſecular - 
Affairs, and many of whom need to be treat- 
ed as Babes. And that, therefore, you will be 
* often obliged to take pains to level your Senti- 
3 ments to their apprehenſion and their taſte, As 
We | you ſhould always aim to give a practical 
Wo |. Turn, to the Subjects of T heory which you han- 
de... 
I I would not be thought to Gene you to 
degrade yourſelf, or your Stile to pleaſe any. 
I wich we were all careful to avoid low Lan- 
guage, and mean Alluſions and Similitudes; 
which, if they take with any, can be agree- 
able to no valuable Men, and cannot really im- 
prove thoſe who admire them. But a ſkilful 
Publiſher of the My/teries of Gop will not on- 
ly keep up the Dignity and Decorum of his 
Diſcourſe, that the captious may haye no caufe 
| to 


* 


to * fault, but likewiſe make himſelf intel. 


18 


ligible, in his uſual Compoſures, to the illiterate 


and obſcure Hearers. 


And as, in the ſacred Office, we are to bs 
advocates for the Truth when vigorouſly. or 


artfully aſſaulted, for our own and the People's 


religious Liberties ; and are to explain the un- 
adulterated Doctrines and Laws of Nature and 
the Goſpel, I would obſerve, it is not enough-to 7 
ſet before a Chriſtian Auditory the meaning. and 


evidence of theſe things. Under all the reluc, 


tance and prejudice againſt the Truth, and a 
right Practice, which have taken poſſeſſion of 
human minds, we find it requiſite to aſfault 
their Paſſions, after their Underſtanding is in- 
formed, with. all the aid of Oratory, to addreſs 
their Fear, and Hope, and Revenge, their Joys, 
and their Griefs, and engage them on the fide of 


Religion. Though this ought never to precede, 


—— leſs ſerve injlead of, the ad now 
referred 1 

You will allow me, with a decent Freedom, 
to put you in mind a little further—That the 
buſineſs of a Miniſter of Chriſt with bis Hearers, 
does not terminate with the public Mees of che 
Church. A great part of it conſiſts, in a more 
per ſonal application to thoſe for whoſe Souls we 
are to watch, In our vi/its to them, it will be 
proper, on the one hand, to avoid levity - of 
ſpeach and: ation, and on the other, ſtiffneſs and 
ſeverity. We are to aim at a habit of Gravity 


and Serrouſneſs ; but let them ſee, we do not 


look 


look on Religion as an enemy to Chearfulnck 
and good Manners. _ 
You will improve convenient Seaſons of pur- 
ſuing the end of your beſt ſtudied Compoſitions, 
by a free and friendly converſation relating to 
"ok eſpecially with thoſe who are forward 
to encourage it. Let the drooping, the timo- 
rous, and the ſuffering Chriſtians, find you an 
affectionate Son of Conſolation, Advice, and En- 
couragement, to them. There are few who 
can, or have fortitude and kindneſs enough 
rightly to reprove the erring Brother, the bold 


Sinner; but when it becomes neceſſary, you 


muſt not ſcruple ſhewing them their Miſtake, 


their Crime, with tenderneſs and fidelity, The 
men of rank, and figure, and influence, and 
thoſe to whom you are peculiarly obliged, are 
not, in this inſtance, to be ſoothed or excuſed 
when Admonition is wanted, any more than 
thoſe from whom you have little to hope or 
fear. And as you 1nuſt not flatter the guilty, 
the careleſs, on a fick and dying Bed, fo as 
to defeat the drift and tenor of your Attempts 
to prove the importance of a religious Life ; 
nor again, plunge them into Deſpair ; ſo you 
will find it much for the advantage of Reli- 
gion, the beſt opportunity to plead for it, to 
attend the languiſhing and laſt hours of the 
good Chriſtian, 
I ſhall clote this part of my Addreſs, with 
the ſage advice of an Apoſtle of our Lord 1— 
We 


1 Pet, Vo „ © 3, 


( 19 x 
' The Elders which are among you, I exhort, ade 
alſo am an Elder; feed the flock of Gop which.i a. 
among you, taking the . overſight thereof, not > 
conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but 
of a ready mind. Neither as being Lords over 
God's Heritage, but being enſamples to the Flock. 
We have glanced over the principal part of 
the Exhortation before us, viz. To take beed 
to our Selues, and to our Doctrine. 0 
2. The other part of it is, 70 continue or per- 
ſevere herein. 
This may be underſtood as 4 Cane againſt 
a Fault, which ſome Men of great attainments, 
and of long ſtanding in the ſacred Office, may 
be in danger of, that of abating their watchful- | 
neſs and induſtry, as if they were already per- 
fect. Whereas, the Scriptures, and the other 
things which ought to be our plan of Study and 
Teaching, are (as was intimated before) a large 
Field, in which a further Progreſs may be {till 
made; and while we dwell in theſe Bodies, it 


| can never be ſafe to relax our care, and: jealouſy 
& cover our own Heart and Ways. ay Os elſe, againſt 
3 an Error of another kind, that of firing and 
in fainting in our Work, and withdrawing.from it 
A an account of the Fatigues and Hazards which 
" 7 await it, | 
e Had the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity * 
1 1 this, it is very obvious the ſpread of it would 
+ have been greatly hindered, And therefore, as 
they had peculiar Powers, were endued with 
+ | extraordinary Energy and Courage from above 


135 8 ft 


1 (20) 
1 ſo they were charged not 10 draw back, or ſul- 
1 fer their zeal in the ſervice of their great Maſter, - 
23M and of mankind, to dectine ; but boldly to ad- 


_— Impriſonment, Infamy, and a torment- 
| Fl ing Death, when they could not eſcape ſuch 
—_ cvils inthe exerciſe of their Faithfulneſs to bin. . 
15 and of a good Conſcience w. 
5 As the Qualifications and Call of een Mi- 


| 2 niſters are different, there may be Circumſtances 
- 18 thought of, in which they may lawfully with- 
FF i draw into private Life. As when the growing 


' infirmities of Age, or Sufferings which ſeize 
them before that comes on, fink their capacity 
rightly to divide and di ſpenſe the word of Trath ; 
or when there is a high Pr. bability the people | 
to whom they miniſter would be better fatisfied 


— in, more improved by, another, or the like. 
- But it ſeems that a love of Eaſe i is not a juſ- 
_ tifiable cauſe of our yielding up our Truſt. Nor 
1 ſhould a peeviſh reſentment of ſmall Indignities 
1 | we meet with, - either in the Church or from 


without, prompt us to do this, while Providence 
continues to us opportunities of being uſeful in 
this way; our miniſtrations being deſired by, 
and beneficial to, not a few. 
The fatigues attending the proper Diſcharge 
of the Duties of the Station you are in, Sir, 
muſt be great. And, conſidering the weakneſ. 


es of mankind, it is no wonder if your kind Of- 
41148 - fices be ſometimes interpreted wrong, and meet 
1 with + 99g returns. T1 mas Years muſt 
0 . have 
1 Mack. x. 


( 21) 
have given you ſome painful experienee of theſe: - 
Things, But, as they have not hitherto moved 
your Reſolution, we hope that you will abide 
in this Calling, and abound more and more, in the 
Improvement of your Faculties, and in the im- 
ployment of them to the Edification of many, 
till it ſhall pleaſe Gop to give you a Quietus. 
Serving the Lord with all humility of Mind; be- 
ing inſtant in Seaſon,” and out of Seaſon ; reprov- 
ing, rebuking, exhorting with all Lang fufring: 
and Doctrine; making full proof of your Mi 
ni try; l the 2 of the Diſciples, and 
perſuading them to continue in the Faith *, In all 


things- approving yourſelf to Gop ? ; and as his E 


Miniſter, behaving holity, juſtly, and unblamtably; 
to the End, among them that believe, and wwalk- 
ing in Wiſdom toward them tbat do not i; that 
Gop in all things may be glorified through Fe- 
ſus Chriſt . Hitherto you have run well; be not 


weary of, but patient in ſo doing, till you! * 5 
receive @ full Reward, 


This is the Counſel I would offer you, hows 
ever unworthy ſo to do. As it comes from a 
Heart unfeignedly defirons of your Happineſs 
and Succeſs, and that of the beſt Cauſe; let this 


be an Apology for the many F laws which 
may be n in it., ä 


__ There i is in the Apoſtolick expelling be- 
ru us, a STAIN Confideration ſuited to in- 


force 


2 Tim. iv. A o Adds xiv. 22; .*? 2 Tim. 15, 
v Thel. i. A eg. „5 
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ſelf, and them that hear thee. That is, other things 
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force it.—— In doing this thou ſhalt both ſave thy- | 


agreeable, this will be the Reſult. This will 
be a happy Expedient of advancing thy own beſt 
Intereſt, and of engaging other Men to proſe- 
cute tbeirs. 0 
. Saint Paul declared, in his own Caſe, that 
Neceſſity was laid upon him, and à Woe be- 
longed to him, zf he preached not the Goſpel : that 
he was a Debtor both to the Wiſe and to the 
Unwiſe . And it is not improbable, that Timo- 
thy was under the [ike Neceſſity, by virtue of his 
extraordinary Commiſſion to teach others. | They 
would have been found Fighters againſt Gop, if 
they had not been faithful to their Commiſſion ; 
as by executing it, they. were intitled to the 
Promiſes, made by Chriſi, to thoſe who firſt 


 Fulfilled the Miniſtry, which he had intruſted 


to them 


It does not become us to expect an equal 
ſhare in them. Though even now, as the Mi- 


niſtry is a divine Inſtitution, and perſonal Piety 


and Integrity are rewardable things, we may 
ſuppoſe, they who give themſelves wholly to this 
Work, according to the Opportunity, and as of 
the Ability which Gop affords them, who thus 


abide and faint not, will reap the Fruits of their. 


Labours. Not only thoſe which ariſe from the 
natural Tendency and Connection of things, but 
alſo thoſe which the great Sovereign of the 
Churches has aſſured to the faithful Miniſter. 
Will 
t 1 Cor. 9. 16. Rom. 1. 14, | 


„ 


Win deliver their Soul, from a load of Guilt, 
and a ſevere Condemnation, which they incur 


who are very careleſs, they eſpecially who cor- 
rupt tbemſelves and the Word of Gop, And, 
provided their Perſonal character and conduct 
be conformable to the Principles, and Precepts 
of Religion, which they explain and recommend 
to the Churches, will obtain an illuſtrious Re- 

compence from their great Judge, when the 
Faſhion of this World ſhall be all Jed away, and 
Time ſhall be no more. When they that be Wiſe, 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament; and 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars 


for ever and ever. For, when the chief Shep- 


herd ſhall appear, they ſhall receive a, Crown 
off Glory that fadeth not away . And it is a 
very pleaſing conſideration, that Gop is not un- 


mindful of our work and labour of Love, which 


we ſhew to him in thus Miniftering to the Saints ; 
and that he meaſures our Services rather by the 
Sincerity than the Succeſs of them. © 

But this alſo is to be hoped for in ſome good 
Degree. The Chriſtian Miniſtry being appoint- 
ed to promote the ſalutary Purpoſes of our Re- 
deemer's Kingdom, and, when it is conducted 


with Knowledge and Uprightneſs, and by Per- 
ſwons of an unſpotted and exemplary converſati- 


on, being frequently owned and encouraged by 
him; as an Inſtrument of communicating Lzght 
to thoſe who were in Darkneſs ; of turning their 
Feet into the Paths of Virtue and Peace, who 
- were 

2 Dan. 218. '3.. 1 Pet; v. 4; 
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were wandering. wide Gom them; and of build 
ing up the real Chriſtian. Though not at all , 


Times alike. . 
_ There are Seaſons, i in which even theſe * 
bour in vain and ſpend their Strength for nought 4 


Seaſons of prevailing Iniquity and of a wretche 


luke · warmneſs in Religion; in which the Preacb- 


er of Righteouſneſs has too much reaſon, to make = 


the moſt penſive and uneaſie Reflections, on the 
little effect of his well intended, and moſt afli- 
duous Efforts in the, cauſe of Truth and of 


| Go. | 


However, in the worſt of Times it may. be 
ſuppoſed, he gives ſome check to ſpreading Vice; 
and has ſome who are his Hope and Joy, and 


will be his Crown of glorying in the Preſence of” 


aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt at laſt . And the more 


_ enlarged his Sphere of Addion is, his manage» 


ment being anſwerable, it may be expected that 


inſtances of this kind will be the more nyume- 


rous; the Grace of Chriſt being ſufficient for him. 
When he diſcovers a proper defire. of the People, 
and that he is willing to impart to them not the 
Goſpel of Gop only, but his own Soul, they being 
dear to bim; when his behaviour is regular and 
boly; when he waits on his Miniſtry, on teaching ; 
exborts and comfarts, and charges them, as a Fa- 
ther. doth bis Children: The confiderate and the 
grateful are alſo. enlarged with affection toward 
him and their duty; are excited to prove all 


things, and bold faſt chat which is good, And the 


Probabl- 
21 Theſ. ii, 19, 20, | 


4 


Probability * your atfaining ſach F ruits 2 as theſe, 
from the due' Culture of yourſelf, and y your ju- 
dicious and unwearied Labours to promote the 
Things which- become ſound Doctrine; muſt, 
aſſure myſelf, animate a Perſon of your. Senti- 
ments, with a noble Ardour to advance the 
common Bencfit; and help you, with dexteri 
and fortitude, to wade through the diſcourage- 
ments, ge the frailties and miſtakes of Chriſ= 
tians, and the Art or Ill-will of our Enemies, 
may throw in your way. - | 
Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt FEW” If, and Gor 
even our Father, who hath loved us, and gi ven us 
everlaſting Conſolation, and good Hope, comfort 
your Heart, and eſtabliſb you in every good word 
and work |! —--And the Lord make us all to en- 
creaſe and abound in Love one toward another, 
and toward all Men; to the end, he may eſtabliſh 
our H earts unblameable in bolinsſ before Go P> 
even our Father, at the coming of aur Lord Je 
WM: Chriſt with all bis Saints. 


A „ * 


1 Mall take this 3 to make a : ſhort 


Addreſs to the en who ſit wayer our. N 
_ 


- You will not imagine, ye —_ 10 — Gam 
in what has now been done, in the things 
which have been delivered; though many of 
them relate, more immediately, to thoſe of 

us who are raiſed to a publick ſacred Capacity... 

D Will 
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1 ( 26 * 1 
WT |: Will ye not conclude, that as our Office is ve: 
1 ry important, we dare not be idle or to deal trea- 
_— cheroufly in it—-We cannot, without as + 
Iii it and ourſelves to ſhame, and becoming liable 
1 to the juſt Diſpleaſure of God and Men ? Have | 
—_ y< not been ready to ſuppoſe, the faithful Mini- 
W | ſter finds it attended with conſiderable difficul- 
4 ties, and that it is pity he ſhould encounter 
wy unreaſonable Diſcouragements ? And are ye not 
1 determined as much as poſſible, to leſſen, and 
not augment, them? ED 
We are required to ſet before you che pure 
original Principles of the Goſpel, to comfort 
the feeble- minded, ſupport the Weak, and be pa- 
tient toward all Men; to ſtand up for the pri- 
viledges of Chriſtians, and to beſeech the Sinner 

to be reconciled to Gop. This we do, I truſt, 
with Underſtanding and Impartiality, with a 
becoming Boldneſs and Pathos. In this Im- 
ployment, the Errors of the Ignorant, the 

Frowns of the Bigott, the Careleſſneſs of ſome, 
and the Corruption and the dreadful Lapſes 
of others, (not to mention the unfriendly At- 
tacks of a few who belong not to our Com- 
munion ) are interruptions, which cauſe us to 
mourn in Secret; and incline us to complain. | 
of the Infelicity of our having entered into 
this way of Life, and to think of retreating. 
from it, could we do ſo with honour and 
_ We could * and riſe above the 
lights 
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„„ 
. Slights and Mate which an Enemy may 
aim at us, while we are careful not to deſerve 
them; though when they come from you. they 
are apt to aſſault our Heart, and weaken our 
Efforts in your Service. 
But will ye, who have made choice of us 
to be your Leaders in the Paths of. Wiſdom ' 
and Piety, will ye add to our uneaſineſs and 
anguiſh, by a Behaviour inconſiſtent with your 
profeſſion, and with the Deſign of ours? Let 
us hope better things of you, and thoſe that ace * 
company Salvation. 
We do not expect from you an implicite 
and thoughtleſs aſſent to the Inſtructions we 
bring you. We declare againſt it. It will be 
more for your credit and advantage, and ours 
too, if you examine the grounds of what we 
fay, ſearch the Scriptures and judge for your- _- 
ſelves; while ye refuſe not ſuch aſſiſtance as 
we can, and. readily. do afford you. But = 
not your fondneſs for the Syſtems of a party, 
3 the Decrees of human Eſtabliſhments, the O- 
pinions of great though uninſpired Men; diſ- 
poſe you to diſtreſs and grieve us, if you hear 
from us thoughts not altogether conform= 
able to them; whoſe ſentiments may be wrong, 
as well as yours. And if we are, in any in- 


ſtance - of leſs moment miſtaken ; while we 


hold the Head, are ſincere, and 1 to 
know and do all our duty, and put you on 


yours, as we are excepted of Gop, why 
D TT. | thould 


( 28 
ſhobld we not be approved of you We 
are Men of like Paſſions and Inf uites with 
Jon, deſpiſe us not becauſe we are Brethren ; 
ut make allowances for our W as 
we do for yours. 

Again; as we muſt be diligent 3 in our Prepa- 
none for the Services of the Church, that we 
may not offer to Gop or to you that which Coſts us 
nothing; and do with Pleaſure ingage in the 
publick Work and Worſhip of the Lords day ; 
think ye, what ſorrow and diſmay ye give us; 
when, while ſome diſown and reproach our La- 
bours, ye ſcarce favour them with your Preſence, 
but ſuffer the trifles of Life to detain you from 
the houſe of Gop, or when there behave with 
Irreverence in it; or are angry with us becauſe 
we tell you the Truth and your Faults in Love? 
No wonder, when this is the Caſe, the power of 
Religion decays apace with you. But as we are 
to ſpeak to Edification, be ye fwift to bear; and 
witneſs, in the aſſemblies of the Saints, and at a 
diſtance from them, your zeal for divine wor- 
ſhip, to grow in Grace and the Knowledge of 

our Lord; your attachment to us, and your for- 


wardneſs to countenance our Labvuts, as far as 


they are valuable. 
And let not all your Religion conſiſt ! in The- 
ory and outward Shew. The Doctrine of Chriſt 
is according to Godlineſs, Purity and Love. Let 
not the views of it in any inſtance be defeated 
by 


„Rom. 1 18. 


— 


1 | 
by you; through the cares of the World, the 
deceitfulneſs of Riches, and the Strength of 0. 


ther forbidden Paſſions. We are Solicitous to 


promote vital Chriſtianity 3 Be ye workers toge- 


| ther with us. 


Shall I put you in mind of the ſacred Com- 
mand? Let the Elders that rule well be chi. 
ted worthy of double honour ; efpectally they who 
labour in the Word and Doctrine Receive 
them in the Lord with all Gladneſs, and bold” 


ſuch in Reputation v. — We beſeech you, Bre- 


thren, to know them who are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you; eſteem them very bigb- 


hh in Love, for their work-ſaRe, and be at Peace 
among yourſelves . Submit to ſuch as are devo- 
ted to the miniſtry of the Saints; for they watch 


for your Souls as they that muſt give account. 


That they may do it with Toy and not with 
Gong . : | 

We have no greater Satisfaction than to ſee 
you flouriſh in the Courts of our Gop, and 
adorn the Doctrine of our Saviour by the Sobri- 
ety and Uprightneſs, the - vigurous Picty, and 


the fervent LR of your Deportment every 
t 


where. To further this End, we- willingly 


ſpend the Strength and ripening Years of our 
Life. Stand ye faſt in the Lord, quit you like 
Men, be ſtrong *; ready to every good work, 

+ and 


1 Tim. v. 17. Phila *4 Thel. v. 12, 13 · 
„i.. Cor. avi. to 


. 


— — 
”. ow to Sac Amt. 
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and increaling in all the Fruits of the ble 
Spirit. 


And after we and you . ſerved our ge 
neration on Earth, by the will of Gop, 
may we have a triumphant meeting in the 


general Aſſembly and Church of the firſt-born 
above —- Where Faith, and Hope, and every. 


arduous Duty will be ſuperſeded, but Know- 
ledge, Devotion, and true F * * im- 


prove to Eternit y. 


The E N D. 


Þ o OK S Printed and Sold by +a | 
Waun, at the Turk's Head, Lombard 
Street. 


By the ſame A 
HE Character of St. Paul as a Nabe 


i + conſidered and recommended in a Sermon 
preached at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. 
Harris, at Wells in Somerſetſhire. Price 64. 


The following by TroMas Amory. 


Charge delivered at the Ordination of the 
Reverend Mr. Harris, to be had WERE 
with the. Sermon or ſeperate. Price 64. . - 

2. The Character and Bleſſedneſs of thoſe to 
whom to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain. Repreſent- 
ed in a Sermon preached at Iminſter in Somer ſelſpire, 
May 25th, 1738. On occaſion of the much la- 
mented Death of the late Reverend Mr. James Strong, 
who died May 1 in the 534 Tear of * Age. 
Price. 6d. | 
3. Dialogues on Devotion, eb the manner of 
Xenophon; in which the Reaſonableneſs, Pleaſure, 
and Advantages of it are conſidered, to which is 
Prefixed a Converſation of Socrates on the Being and 
Providence of God. Tranſlated from the Greek. 
The ſecond Edition. Price 15. | - 
4. Self. dedication to. God explained and recom- 
mended, with a particular View to the new Tear, 
and a prefatory Addreſs to Youth. Price 64. 

5. Daily devotion äſſiſted and recommended, in 
four Sermons z repreſenting the principal Inſtances 
of the Providence and Goodneſs of God, which every 


1. 


1 Morning and Evening offer to our thoughts; and 


the uſe we ſhould make of them. Price 15. 6d. 
6. Eight e on a future Judgment. Pr. 26. 44 
5 7. 0. 
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The Character and Bleſſedneſs of thoſe W 
ie in the Lord; repreſented in a Sermon preached 
at Bridgwater, January 6th, 1748. On occaſion of 
the Death of John Moore, M. A. who de- 
Jerred this Life December 31ſt. Aged 76. Price 64. 


The following by the late Reverend Mr. HENRY 
E RO YE. 5 5 


3 Diſcourſe concerning the Nature 3 De- | 


| A ſign of the Lords Supper. In which the 


principal things relating to this Inſtitution are-briefly 
Conſidered. To which are added, 45 An Anſwer , 
2. Devotional 
Exerciſes relating to the Lords 3 3 
286. Wiſdom the firſt Spring of Action in the | 
1 Deiy. 


to the uſual Pleas for neglecting it. 


; F 


3. The great Uſefulneſs of good Examples, duly 


attended to and encouragement to follow, them, a 


Sermon on the Drath of che late Reverend Mr. Ko. 
3 Darch. 
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| Butts Sal by J. Waven; Dk EY 


5. The Miniſtry of the Goſpel | a TR Work) 4 = 
#3. E988 at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. Ba. 
iel! Harſon by Stephen eee, to which is added _ 
| ® Charge by: Mr. Henry Grobe. — 
N. B, Mr. Grau“ Works may be had complete =_ 


